
 

 

 
 
 
March 20, 2020 
 
Dear Families and Staff, 
  
On behalf of the Oneida City School District, we hope you and your families are remaining safe and doing your 
best to follow guidance regarding measures to contain the spread of COVID-19 within our community. During 
this time, we all need to continue to support one another and work to stay informed, as information continues to 
shift rapidly. We remind you to please refer to the district's homepage for the latest updates.   Additionally, 
updates can be found on the Madison County webpage:  https://www.madisoncounty.ny.gov/2479/Coronavirus-
COVID-19 
 
Events have continued to unfold quickly, and we recognize that this raises a range of important questions about 
potential impacts on students, families and our full community. Where answers exist, we will work quickly to 
provide them. However, we anticipate that many other questions will require additional research and/or 
consultation with local, state or federal officials.  
 
NYS Assessments 
We have been informed by NYSED that all 3-8 Assessments, NYS English as a Second Language Achievement 
Test, and the NYS Alternative Assessments have been cancelled and NYSED is monitoring the situation and will 
provide guidance on the Regents examinations in the near future.  The district is also wading through the 
guidance from the College Board on AP exams.  As soon as we have a decision regarding the new guidance, staff 
will be contacting students who will be impacted.  
  
Instruction 
While we are closed, keep safe and have students work on educational materials that will be provided to you. We 
want to keep students engaged in their learning while we address this global pandemic. Students have received 
instructional guidance that focuses on review materials rather than new instructional material. While your student 
is using technology, please take the time to know and understand what sties they are visiting and who they are 
connecting with. 
  
School Feeding Program 
Our food service department continues to support students who are food dependent on the district. NYSED has 
provided guidance that schools may continue to provide breakfasts and lunches to children during school 
closures related to COVID-19.  Information regarding ‘Grab and Go” meals can be found at: 
https://www.oneidacsd.org/c_o_v_i_d-19/grab-and-_go_meals 
 
 
Cleaning of our buildings 
Our custodians and maintenance crews have been deep cleaning and disinfecting all of our buildings during the 
past week.  We expect that our buildings will be prepared and clean when we reopen. 
 
 
Childcare for Essential Employees in Our Community 
During this current health crisis you may be considered an essential employee who is still required to work. 
Child care placement may be available to essential employees who work in health care, are first responders, who 
work in grocery stores, in transportation, some construction fields, certain non-profit agencies and in food or 
supply distribution fields.  If you believe that you may qualify, please call the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison Child 
Care Resource Center at 315-223-7850 extension 222. 
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Communication  
Contact emails for each building 

§ Durhamville   durhamville@oneidacsd.org 
§ North Broad   northbroad@oneidacsd.org 
§ Seneca Street  seneca@oneidacsd.org 
§ OHS    oneidahigh@oneidacsd.org 
§ OSMS   ottoshortell@oneidacsd.org 
§ Willard Prior   willardprior@oneidacsd.org 
§ District Office  districtoffice@oneidacsd.org 

 
Community Blood Drive 
Oneida High School will be hosting a blood drive with the Red Cross on Wednesday, March 25 from 9:00 AM-
2:00 PM.  All donors must schedule an appointment.   It is important to note that appointments are necessary to 
keep the number of people in the gym at the same time to a minimum.  The direct link to schedule an 
appointment is:  https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=oneidahighschool 
 During the last couple weeks, thousands of Red Cross blood drives have been canceled across the country due to 
coronavirus concerns, resulting in more than 86,000 fewer blood donations. We expect that number to 
rise. A critical role of the Red Cross is to supply blood products to hospitals and patients. 
  
 
Oneida City School District  continues remains committed to open and transparent communications to support 
our students during this crisis. Our priority is the safety and education of all our students.   Hearing from you will 
help us identify areas we may be able to more effectively communicate.   As always, thank you for your patience, 
understanding and flexibility. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mary-Margaret Zehr 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 


